Introduced by Council Member Brown & Co-sponsored by Council 

Members Jones, Carter & Daniels:
RESOLUTION 2014-84
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING THE  BOB HAYES Invitational TRACK AND FIELD MEET ON THE OCCASION OF THEIR 50TH ANNIVERSARY; RECOGNIZING THE FOUNDERS AND THEIR CONTRIBUTION TO THE COMMUNITY; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, the Bob Hayes Invitational Track and Field Meet was organized in the spring of 1964 with Douglas Anderson High School in the Southside serving as the host and Northwestern High School in the Northside area serving as the running site; and
WHEREAS, at that time, originator Nathaniel S. Washington, Sr., was the Athletic Director, Head Coach and Track Coordinator for the five black high schools in the county, namely: New Stanton, Matthew W. Gilbert, Douglas Anderson, Northwestern, and Stanton Vocational High School; and
WHEREAS, Nat Washington was a close friend of Robert (Bob) Lee “Bullet” Hayes’ father and knew Bob as a student at Matthew W. Gilbert School, upon his return to the states after the 1964 Olympics in Tokyo, where he won two gold medals, Washington asked permission to sponsor and name a track meet in Bob’s honor for his world accomplishment in track; and
WHEREAS, a committee was formed to assist with operating and conducting the track meet; the original members were Nat Washington, Earl S. Kitchings (then Head coach of Matthew W. Gilbert), Jimmie Johnson (then Coach at Northwestern High School), Willie Richardson (then Athletic Director of Northwestern High School), Edwin Lawson (then Athletic Director of James Weldon 
Johnson High School), Bobby Grover, and Oliver Walker; and
WHEREAS, the sponsoring School was Douglas Anderson High School; Royal Crown Bottling Company, served as Co-sponsor, purchasing the awards for the presentation; assistance was also provided by the City of Jacksonville Recreation Department; and
WHEREAS, the first annual Bob Hayes Meet began very small with only the five black local high schools participating; Matthew W. Gilbert, Douglas Anderson, New Stanton, Northwestern, and 
Stanton Vocational High School; the meet grew the second year to include teams participating from three colleges, namely Edward Waters, South Carolina State, and Savannah State College of Georgia; the high schools in attendance were William M. Raines, Matthew Gilbert, Stanton Vocational and Douglas
Anderson of Jacksonville, Deaf and Blind School of St. Augustine, Fessenden of Ocala, Center High School of Waycross, Georgia and Howard High of Ocala; and


WHEREAS, in 1968, the running site moved to its current location at William M. Raines Senior High School after its home base phased out in the school desegregation plan and Coach James Day was named the new meet director/developer; and

WHEREAS, over the 50 years, the meet has continued to grow and receiving support through participation from teams within the United States, Canada and the Virgin Islands averaging over 200 teams the last six years; it is the best organized in the country with all officials being registered with the Florida High School Athletic Association and receives international news coverage; and

WHEREAS, the Bob Hayes Track Meet is the largest one day high school track meet in the nation with over 300 volunteer officials, 250 coaches and 5,000 athletes; it promotes amateur athletes and education for competitive excellence by teaching history and training the athletes about proper engagement in the sport while sharing the debilitating effects of participating in certain illegal substances and activities; and 


WHEREAS, the Bob Hayes Invitational Track Meet has been a focal point for the nation's top high school track and field athletes many of whom hold state and national titles to experience intense but friendly competition; it celebrates excellence, empowers the community and provides youth the opportunity to compete in a world class environment; and  

WHEREAS, the life and legacy of the "World's Fastest Human" and Jacksonville’s Number #1 Athlete of the 20th Century, “Bullet" Bob Hayes continues in the lives of every middle and high school student participating in the track meet; now therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby recognizes and honors Founders Earl Kitchings, Charles Grover, Jimmy Johnson, Willie Richardson, Oliver Walker, Edwin Lawson, and the originator Nathaniel Washington and the Executive/Meet Director/Developer James Day, for their outstanding contribution to our City and congratulates the Bob Hayes Invitational Track and Field meet and its Board of Directors, coaches, assistants, volunteers and participants for 50 years of service.


Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Yvonne P. Mitchell, City Council Research
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